Dear Prep Parents and Guardians—


Hello from Prep!  The school year started with the usual tumult and adjustments, but now--several weeks into it--things seemed to have settled into a comfortable routine of classes and other activities.  With the close of the first marking period I would like to update you on a number of things here at Prep.  


Included with this letter is a copy of the 2007-2008 Student Directory, which includes the names, addresses and phone numbers of practically all members of the student body.  (At the request of the parents, some entries contain either partial information or no information at all.)  While helpful to students as a backup when email or instant messaging won’t do, the Student Directory can be particularly useful for you to contact the parents of your son’s friends or classmates.  For example, if your son is attending a party or other social event at the home of another Prep student, you are encouraged to call the host parents to ensure that the party will be properly supervised and that no alcohol will be available.  Please use this directory in the spirit in which it is published and provided, and do not share this information with anyone outside of the Prep community.  Improper use of the Student Directory, including harassing or improper calls, will subject a student to suspension and/or expulsion.  Every effort was made to include the most accurate information; please notify the Principal’s Office with any updates or corrections.  

For the past several weeks you have no doubt seen or heard news reports about MRSA (Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus) and the potential sickness this bacteria can cause.  The faculty, staff and administration at Prep remain committed to ensuring the health and safety of everyone in the community.  To that end, Prep has taken a number of steps to address this situation.  First, information that specifically addresses MRSA in school and athletic situations has been distributed to all homerooms.  Additional information has been posted to the Prep website (www.spprep.org) on the Student Affairs page of the “School Life” section (click on tab “Information about MRSA”).  Second, we are in process of installing Purell hand-sanitizer dispensers at several locations throughout the campus where there is a high concentration of student traffic.  Third, the athletic staff has been instructed to inform all student-athletes about the proper care and cleaning of equipment to help prevent the spread of MRSA, and all athletic locker rooms are thoroughly cleaned and sanitized every day.  Finally, we urge you to discuss with your son the importance of regular daily hygiene—washing hands frequently, showering regularly, especially after any athletic practice—and ensuring that any open wounds are cleaned and covered.  Suspected cases of MRSA or any skin infection should be referred to your doctor and our school nurse, Ms. Helene Schneider R.N., should be informed.

On the academic front, the first marking period comes to a close on Friday,  November 2, 2007, and Report Cards are scheduled to be distributed in Homeroom on Monday, November 12, 2007.  Your son will receive two copies of his Report Card, one of which must be signed and returned the following day.  Parent-Teacher conferences will take place on Tuesday, November 20, 2007, from 5:00-8:00PM by appointment only.  If you would like to schedule an appointment with one of your son’s teachers on this night, please follow the instructions on the Report Card.  In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns that can be handled by email or phone, please refer to the individual department pages in the “School Life” section of the Prep website.  On each department page (click on the “Academic Departments” tab on the left) you will find a table with the names, email addresses and individual phone numbers of each teacher.  Use this contact information to communicate directly with your son’s teachers; please do not leave messages with the switchboard or principal’s office.

While the everyday operation of the school sometimes feels like a minor miracle in itself, a number of things have happened so far this year of which we are particularly proud.  In September we received word that seven seniors have been named National Merit Commended Students for scoring among the top 5% of students on the 2006 PSAT:  Henderson Cole, Eamon Hartnett, Christopher McNulty, Steven Rizzo, Ramon Sandoval, James Ward and Brendan White.  Additionally, two seniors have been named National Achievement Scholars for scoring among the top 5% of African-American students who took the 2006 PSAT:  Joseph Holder and A.T. McWilliams.  In early October, 43 seniors were inducted into Prep’s chapter of the National Honor Society for modeling exemplary scholarship, service, character and leadership.  October also saw the start of two new Campus Ministry programs:  the senior Kairos Retreat and the freshman IgNite Retreat; more information about these and other Campus Ministry programs is available in the “School Life” section of the website under the “Spirituality” tab.

Looking ahead, Prep continues its reaccreditation process in preparation for a visit by a validation team on behalf of the Middle States Association of Schools.  The early December visit is the culmination of over a year’s worth of meetings and reflection on the part of all stakeholder groups in our school community as we plan for the next seven years of Prep’s growth and development as New Jersey’s only Jesuit high school.  Our annual Thanksgiving Prayer Service and Honors Convocation take place on November 21, 2007.  A note about attendance:  this is one of just a few times that the entire school community gathers together to give thanks through the many different faith traditions of our students and celebrate the  gifts we have been granted by God.  Please be sure that your son is in attendance that day.  Also, parental notes explaining any absence should be handed in the day your son returns to school; the official form that needs to be submitted may be downloaded from the Student Affairs section of the Prep website (click on “Print Official Absence Form”).

In my first letter to you in August, I mentioned plans to make greater use of the school website this year and beyond, and in this letter I have repeatedly referred to the varied information that is found there.  Please take some time to familiarize yourself with the website since more and more information will be placed there.  For example, updates to the school calendar will be posted to the “News and Calendar” page, and the health and safety policies formerly found in the Student Handbook have been moved to the Student Affairs section of the website.  The Handbook is being revised and will be mailed as a courtesy to freshman families; all other parents are advised to view the Handbook (and download a copy of if they wish) from the website.  The basic expectations and policies remain the same as in previous handbooks with any changes clearly delineated and explained on the Student Affairs page of the website.

In closing I would like to thank you for entrusting your son’s education to us here at Prep.  We are confident that all of us—parents, teachers and students—are partners in fulfilling Prep’s mission to form young men who strive to be open to growth, intellectually competent, religious, loving and committed to doing justice.  Best wishes for successful school year for your son.








Sincerely,
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November 2, 2007




Principal
